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this famine-ridden, poverty-stricken city, crowded with destitute citizens and yet more destitute refugees, fighting with starvation and the plague, contending with mutinous soldiers, kept in constant alarm ahout the enemy, and receiving small meed of sympathy or comfort from his Imperial master, Pope Gregory had more than his share of trouble. Yet another blow was now about to fall.
Eor some time it had been clear to every one that Eomanus was doing all he could to obstruct the peace, and once more the Pope, driven almost to despair, began to meditate a private treaty with the Lombards. At any rate, he hoped, by hinting at the possibility of such a treaty, to force the Exarch's hand. Hence in May 595 he sent to a friend at Eavenna a very singular letter, threatening to make terms with Agilulf even without the concurrence of Eomanus.1 " Agilulf does not refuse to make a general peace if my Lord the Patrician will consent to arbitration on the matters in dispute between them. He complains that he was grievously wronged in various parts of his dominions during the armistice. And as he demands satisfaction for himself, if his claims are judged reasonable, so he promises himself to give every satisfaction if it is shown that any act of hostility was perpetrated on his side during the peace. As, then, it is clear that his proposals are reasonable, there ought to be a judicial investigation of the matter, so that compensation may be made for any wrongs done on either side, provided that a general peace be thus securely established under the protection of God. How necessary such a peace is for us, you well know. Act, then, with your usual wisdom, that his Excellency the Exarch may give his consent to the proposal without delay, lest it be thought that the offer of peace is rejected by him, which is not desirable. For if he will not give his consent, Agilulf offers to make a special peace with us. But we know that in that case various islands and other places will be ruined. Let Eomanus take this into consideration, and make haste to conclude peace, that at least during this reprieve we may have a short time of rest, and the commonwealth may, by God's help, the better recruit its powers of resistance."
The threat contained in this letter is surprising. In order to force the Government to do what he wished, the Pope
1 Epp. v. 34.